Lorenzo Perilli (1964)

Full Professor of Classical Philology at the university of Rome Tor Vergata, Head of the Dept
of Literature, Philosophy and Art History, Director of the transdisciplinary Research Centre of
Antiquity Mathematics Philosophy and Medicine ‘Forms of Knowledge in the Ancient World’.
Scientific supervisor for the Univerity of Rome Tor Vergata of the national research projects
(PNRR) on “Cultural Heritage Active Innovation for Sustainable Society”. Principal Investigator
of a national 5-year research project “Ancient Science, Ancient Philosophy. The philosophical
foundations of ancient science”. Teaching of Classical philology, History of ancient philosophy
and science, Humanities computing and, at the School of Economics, a course on European
thought. He has been a Fellow of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation in Germany
(University of Munich and Berlin Academy of Sciences), a Research Associate at the Wellcome
Trust Centre for the History of Medicine at UCL, London, a Visiting scholar of the Fonds
National Suisse de la Recherche Scientifique (University of Zurich), a Petra Kappert Fellow at
the University of Hamburg, Fellow of the Berliner Antike Kolleg (Berlin), a Visiting scholar at
the University of Hamburg (2015), Munich (2014) and at Venice International University,
consultant of the Centro Linceo Interdisciplinare (Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei) on
computer science and the humanities. Winner of numerous research grants in Italy and
abroad, he was awarded among other the ‘Friedrich Wilhelm Bessel’ International Research
Prize in Germany in 2007 at the proposal of the Berlin Academy of Sciences. From the
Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei he received the ‘G. Borgia’ Prize for Philosophy (1997), the
Prize of the Ministry of Cultural Heritage (2001) and the Mario di Nola Prize (2019) for his
edition of Galen. He has given lectures and conferences at the invitation of numerous Italian
and foreign universities and institutions, and reports at national and international
conferences.

His research interests include ancient medicine and science, ancient Greek philosophy, textual
criticism, European Thought, and humanities computing. He has published 26 books
(monographs, translations and edited volumes), and more than 100 articles and book
chapters. He is the Director of the academic periodicals “Technai. An international journal on
ancient science and technology” and “Science and technology for cultural heritage”. He has
acted as a translator from English, German, French, Dutch for leading Italian publishing
houses.

Selected publications:

1. Ancient Philosophy. Textual paths and historical explorations (with D. Taormina, eds.),
London, Routledge, 2017

2. Logos. Theorie und Begriffsgeschichte (a companion), hrsg. und mit einer Einleitung
von L. Perilli, Wissenschaftliche Buchgesellschaft, Darmstadt, 2013

3. History of Life Sciences and Medicine | — Antiquity and the Middle Ages, ed.
L.P., Wiley, London, 2025

4. Histoire des sciences de la vie et de la médecine | — Antiquité et Moyen-Age, ed. L. P.,
ISTE, Paris, 2025

5. L.E.J. Brouwer, Leven Kunst en Mystiek, ed. and translated from Dutch with an
introduction by L. Perilli, Adelphi, Milano, 2015

6. R.M. Rilke, Die Weise von Liebe und Tod des Cornets Christoph Rilke, transl. from
German and introduction by L. Perilli, Ladolfi editore, Novara 2012

7. Hippocrates et les autres / Ippocrate e gli altri. Proceedings of the 16th International
Colloquium Hippocraticum, Ecole Frangaise de Rome, Rome 2022

8. Officina Hippocratica. Beitrage zu Ehren von Anargyros Anastassiou und Dieter Irmer,
hrsg. L. Perilli, C. Brockmann, K.-D. Fischer, A. Roselli, De Gruyter, Berlin-Boston 2011



9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

G.E.R. Lloyd - N. Sivin, The Way and the Word. Science and Civilization in Ancient China
and Greece, Yale University Press 2002, transl. from English by L. Perilli, Edizioni della
Normale, Pisa, 2009

R.B. Onians, The origins of European thought, italian edition by L. Perilli, Adelphi,
Milano 1998 (new rev. ed. 2002)

‘Shipwreck with Spectator’. Epidemics and society in the ancient world, in «Research
on History of Medicine» 10/4 (2021), pp. 215-242

La “crise des fondements” dans la médecine empirique entre Alexandrie et Rome:
experience, raison, causalité, in D. Machuca, S. Marchand, Les raisons du doute:
études sur le scepticisme antique, Garnier, Paris 2019, pp. 271-307

Epistemologies, in Cambridge Companion to Hippocrates, ed. P. Pormann, Cambridge
University Press 2018, pp. 119-151

Aldus Manutius’ Unfulfilled Dream: Galen’s Journey from Campo Sant’Agostin to
Western Culture, in Andreas Vesalius and the ‘Fabrica’ in the Age of Printing,
Proceedings of the Los Angeles Conference, edd. R. Canalis and M. Ciavolella,
Turnhout, Brepols, 2018, pp. 47-84

‘You Greeks are always children’: The infancy of wisdom, in Ancient Philosophy.
Textual paths and historical explorations, ed. by L. Perilli and D.P. Taormina, London,
Routledge 2017, pp. 85-102

Some remarks on ancient science, in Ancient Philosophy. Textual paths and historical
explorations, ed. by L. Perilli and D.P. Taormina, London, Routledge 2017, pp. 499-
540.



